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Editors Message...

In globalised era Higher Education Plays very crucial role in Development of
Nation, as it empowersthe individuals with necessary competence for achieving important
personal, social and higher level of professional goals. Its importance depicted by words
of first Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru “A university stands for humanism, for tolerance,
for reason, for the adventure of the ideas and for the search of truth. It stands for onward
march of human race towards even higher objectives. If the universities discharge their
duties adequately, then it well with the nation and the people”. India's higher education
system is the world's third largest in terms of students, next to China and the United
States. Policies and approach adopted by Indian government after implementation of
economic reforms are not favorable to the higher education. Since the reforms period
there has been a continuously decline in the budgetary allocations made by the
government to fund higher educationin India. Present paper aims to find out new trends
in higher education in India. Paper also discusses various challenges in the field higher
education in India.

India has the largest higher educational system with respect to the number of
institutions. After the independence of the country, the state and central governments
have given great attention to the development of higher education. As a result, the
system of higher educationin India has seen an impressive growth in terms of a number
of universities and colleges. The share of the unaided private sector has increased
significantly since 2001 in terms of the number of institutions and enrollment. Indian
higher education System comprises three stages — under graduate level, post graduate
level and doctorate level. The Ministry of Human Resource Development (MHRD) is
highest body of Governance which is responsible for supervising the higher education
system through UGC. Higher education in India has expanded rapidly over the past two
decades. This growth has been mainly driven by private sector initiatives. India's Higher
Education sector has witnessed a tremendous increase in the number of Universities/
University level Institutions & Colleges since independence Indian higher education
presently includes 892 universities out of which 48 central universalities, 394 state
universities, 125 deemed universities and 325 private universities. Apart from the above
universities, other institutions are granted the permission to autonomously award
degrees. However, they do not affiliate colleges and are not officially called ‘universities’
but ‘autonomous arganizations’ or "autonomous institutes”. They fall under the
administrative control of the Department of Higher Education. These organizations include
Indian institute of Technology, Indian Institutes of Management, National Institute of
Technology and All India Institute of Medical Sciences.

Dr. Bapug Gholap
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