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as excelled in handling
shops. They are the product of
and perfectly represent middle class
ngland. Dinahthe protagonist of the
ty year old woman which extraordi-
hary beauty. Her youthful appearance shows
th‘at life has not much affected her. She is a
widow living a lonely life at Applegate.Being a
\vomen, very recently she has been engaged in
atask of burying objects in the cave. So that the
future generation will be able to reconstruct her
race from those remnants.Dinahand Frank are
burying some objects at the outset of the novel
which appears to be an archeological enterprise.
This suggests thatDinah has some purpose in
this task. She has her own view of history.
Dinahdeliberate burying of ‘time capsules’is
purely personal and purposeful. In this context
John Coates remarks:

“To bury evidence is necessary to filter and se-
lect one is choosing

whatone considered important about oneself or
one’s time and

obviously, the choice may be entirely wrong. If
thereis an

intention to dig up the buried object later, then
the burying becomes

the making of an appointment to meet oneself,
raising acutely
the question of self knowledge.” (15)
When Dinah’s friend Mrs. Coral puts the
question who's going to seal it up? She sud-
denly realized that she is repeating the past ex-
perience. She becomes obsessed with the de-
sire to find her long- lost friends of St.Agatha’s
School. Dinah spends money worth £100 for
newspaper advertisement.This shows Dinahkeen
interest in her friends and her task of burial.
Dinahburying of expressive objects reveals that
they are means for the times to come to com-
prehend personalities. As a child,Bowen could
not participate in her mother’s funeral ceremony.
So she buried a biscuit tin can containing some
crypting writing. This suppression of not watch-
ing the funeral ceremony is found in this nove|
too. The little girls bury the coffer with object
and his Bowen in computer for the exclusive in
past. Dinah to tries to identify herself with past

g
Vs dyowaids
I

Sept. 2022
) July To Sep .
Issue-43, Vol-01
~activity of urying coffer and wants e friend:s
a

1ternnlional]ournal

to be a part of this interesting enterprise tg ra.
Opentl]gicno;;errépresents the contemporary
ddle class society. The Impercipient caye
n lized Dinah’s personality as loving, exy.
symbo lzedConfused. Being very close to her
bertahnetr?nnher childhood Dinah retains the memo.
;?eos of her mother. Mrs. Piggott I.ove china which
is recollected by Dinah. Mrs.. Piggott dwells on
the emotional value o_f ob]ects and helps to
maintain a sense of continuity and almost a thing
of identity. Dinah fails to understand that her
friendsClare and Sheila have a life of their own,
They are purely practical in nature. Efoth ofthem
are not interested in Dinah’senterprlse. Her con-
stant ringing forces them to participate in this
task. Clare’s disturbance is expressed:
“To have met again has been very nice. But we
cannot keep
inning and outing every two days. We have lives
to live” (15)

Dinah is always in her own world and is
not a product of her time like friends. Time af-
fects Sheila and Clare. Dinahis always protected
fromthe beginning of her childhood till present.
When Dinahand Clare go to Frank’s Cottage, in
his absence Dinah feels a sense of security. This
feeling of safety represents in the other side of
her nature and has a feeling of insecurity in her
ownhome. When Dinah and her friends find out
the coffer empty which shocksDinah where as
her friends are normal. She feels completely
defeated when ClareaccusesDinah for her self-
ish nature and call her enchantress child. She
goesinatrauma. Her friends nurse her and show
the dueaffection when needed. Clare goes back
to her childhood days when Frank reinforces in
her mind. She understands the depth and truth

of childhood friendship. Looking at sleeping
Dinah she remarked:

"Wg wereentrusted
Which Mattered.

Clare thought. Entrusted to one another by
chance, not

choice.Chance,
Chance is bette
This also

to one another in the days

and its agents time and place.
r than choice”. (236)

. mea em
is Viola ns that trust between th
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ffiends for only one task to reopen the coffer,
Friendship is to be based on love and under-
standing. The empty coffer also symbolizes that
Dinah fails to understand her friends. At the end,
Clare realize that Dinah fear failure of her task
to preserve the past. This also means that past
is airrevocable but Dinah’s way of handling and
preserving the past is completely wrong.

On the other hand Dinah’s friend Sheila
and Clare are perfectly worldly woman. They live
in the present and faced all oddities of life. So
hey identify their life with present situation.
\When Dinah wants to get in touch with them it
‘appears to them eccentricand also seems to
threaten their personality and reputation affect-
ing their identities.They do not cling to past and
are happy to live in the present. The call of
Dinah’s voice is knock and blow to their own
status and identity.Sheila and Clare artificiality
is symbolize that two women are frightened and
are conscious of the world around them, with-
out confidence they defend themselves by costly
“dresses and purchases. They hide their identity.
The success of ‘Mopise Pye Shop’ also suggests
the rootlessness and the restlessness of mod-
ernman.
Conclusion

Elizabethan Bowen has tried to reflect
the lives of three friends;Dinah plays a major
role and is the cause of many incidents in the
past and the present life of three friends.Dinah
searched for identity in past which tortured
her.One should live in the present rather than
80 back to past. Dinah tries to struggle against
the sense of loss in an unconventional way of
life review in which Bowen participated by proxy.
Bowen herself experienced a cathartic effect
x_form completing the novel.
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