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Introduction:
India is the biggest democracy in the world with more than 130 crore population.

wiclia has adopted parliamentary form of government on Westminster Model. It is the legacy

2 considered by the makers of the Indian Constitution. When do we review the functioning of
i ur democracy during last seven decades, we are plus and minus too. If we consider from
* Jeal perspective our functioning of Parliamentary Democracy is not satisfactory. But, from
:omparative perspective we should be satisfied. But, we should deliberately try to improve
{ .wacunas in the functioning of our democracy.
3 Objectives: E
: To understand ideal theory of Parfliamentary Democracy with special reference to
-2 To understand func ctioninglof our democracy in last seven decades. To through lighton
o iportant occasions of crisis in our democracy. To suggest measures forimprovement in better
i = nctioning of democracy.
Viethodology:

Historical Method, Descriptive Method, Comparative Method, etc. are used for
“ ~resenting the paper. Books, Year Books, Websites are referred to collect data.
™1 Historical Background of Parliamentary Democracy:

Monarchy was the popular form of government throughout the long history of India.
- British Rule in India after mid 18th century can be considered as the beginning of Democracy

s ‘n.ina. Bnush expanded their empn'e gradually and by 1850 aJmost all undmded India became

s Puﬁ Elic!atlon)

i British Empire. Being a multicultural society, it is the most suitable form of government
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By the Proclamation of Novembeér 1, i858, the Govermrfent was transferred to the crow-,

" and Queen Victoria was proclaimed Empressof Ind:a. Through this declaration British Cr i)‘.-.j
assumed sovereignty over India-ffonrthie FastTidf CO‘rgpany Since, 1958 till 1947 Brm
Parliament has enacted number of actsts govam'In

lf we go through the main provisic:d

of these acts we will realize how démdtracy was mlro'auced inIndiaat asnail’s pace. 'Qf?

The Government- of IndlaAct 1 858*Was the,begmmng of Democratic setup in Ind:a)

By the Secretary of State for Inﬁ-%}:
& assisted bythe Council of fifteen members (kn. wnafCouncﬂ of Indla) The (,ouncxl wil
composed excluswely of people: ﬁ'dm—Eng]and;

whileothers were the representatwe of the Dlrectors afthe East Indla Com odny The Seu
.-.:-‘————

The authonty for the government of ]Ddla- CIVll c.nd "T y exccutn e nc) leczsia! NORRS
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- It was followed by GovernnéntoFhndia AéFl@gf@'(I(}Ibﬁtagu-Chelmsford Rews

- . . . LT e . . \
_ Secretary of State M. E. 8. M Tontagu and Governor Generak Lord Chelns ford formasizt.. -

r]_‘

Prouosal D:amhy in the Provinees wasintroduesd. Tha@m i i

budgetary provision was made for ptoVinces: But it waﬁ‘ii"GTederal distribution of power

SaneTs

was delegation of power, e

* ,n..u&-m =

The Government of India AGE T 935-'Iherewas aprommen of federation and provir =

autonomy, Diarchy was introduced at- thefc..entre. The administration of defense , exte=

affa!rS, ech&slastlcaI affairs, and mwa.l area"é“‘\”rfas under the control of Governor General.
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Provinces it was bicameral thh LeglslatlveAssembly and leglslatlve Councnl There was
distribution of legislative power between Centre and Provinces. 3

Parliamentary Democracy in India:

[ -
The Constitution framed by the Constituent Assembly came into force on 26th Jan.

1950. It adopted Parliamentary form of Government. Which is full-fledged democratic
govemment formed in the history of India. Three important features of this system are-

The President is the elected but nominal head of the state.

Prime Minister and Council of Ministers is collectwcly responsible to the Sovereign
Parliament elected by the people. :

The Majority Party forms the government and other parties sit in opposition.

It is an example ot plural exccutive wiiich gives representation to different scetions of
the society.

Political Party is not essential condition of Ideal Parliamentary Democizcy.
Parliamentary system is difterent than that of Presidential fonm of Governiment. {cksabha,

. which is the lower house of the Parliarment is directly elected sovereign bddy of representatives.
. As long as Prime Minister and Council of Ministers enjoy the confidence of the Loksabha, it
| can remain in the power. The Prime Minister is elected by the Loksabha. Even the Speaker

and Deputy Speaker are elected by the Loksabha. -

But, so far as practice and tradition is concerned gradually Parliament has been loosing

its status and position. There are different factors responsible for decline of Parliament or

Parliamentary Democracy. Let us examine the factors one by one.

Party system is major factor for decline ol Parl’zmentary Dernocracy. Party controls
the behavior of its members in the house. A nember who is elected on the party
symbol or ticket cannot ignure the directions ot party in parliamentary deliberative or
legislative functions. The decisions ofthe party are taken by a few elites in 0.2 paiis,
Thus, a parliamentarian cannot represent true will ot the people in the Lo

Anti Defection Act which was enacted in 1985 imposed legal restrictions on the members
of the party to abide by the decision of party whip. If any member disobey party whip,
he or she may lose the membership of the house. Regarding obeying the party decision
there was mere moral restrictions. But due to this act, moral binding on Parliamentarians
has been converted into legal binding too.

Due to large size of the Parliament it is practically difficult to take any concrete decisions
on any matter of law by the Loksabha or Rajyasabha. Therefore consent of the

Loksabha has become the: part of formality of suiing party.

| 3
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IV. Iw making has become highly complex and technizal issue, ordinary fey dator i -
in a position to understand minor provisions of the uct.
V. Rather than national interest, party 1nterest paramounts, hence partisan apgiacl fou. «
among members of Parliament rather than true legislator.
V1. It is not the Loksabha which controls the executive {’rime Minister and  “ourc:!
Minister) but, 1t is the executive which controls Loksabha.
Vil Whenruling party enjoys clear majority or thumping majority, almost all decisions
the government are taken by the Prime Minister in consultation with his ciuse and to-
brass cabinet colleagues only. Even cabinet or council of ministers is also not . onsidere:..

V1. Judicial Review is also responsible for decline of Parliament in India.

X. There1s dearth of scholar or legal expert parliamentarians in the house who c..n logicic
defend or criticize the government policies.
Governments formed in the Centre from 1996 to 2014 were tnminofity. LURng e

ernod Atai Ismdn Vajpayee, H. . Devenouda 1, K. Gijara:. tvigmma baa Sinejy - oee Fro
3 a4 vl

Ministers. 2wing coalition rule panies in the government tred (o black il ther rpace

> price i Theee prin,e aimsiens woe unablito cortrn! fhireabine: oolleag - “Wher

ativn 2004 o0 aaie there s one party doinanee of BIP at i centre, In this cos dominag -
party is neglecang its coalition patne s. Boti the tends are dangers for Parliamentary | cmocies
It may be coalition government or one party government (Prime Minister and < ouncif « -
Mimsters) should give dua. respect to sovereign parliament.
Conclusion:

Thus, there is lot of difference between theory and practice of Parliamentary i smocri .
found in India. We ought to be matuie democracy during last seven decades but, unitc rtunatel”
there is decline in democratic institution and values during this period. Mere strucuire fors
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without change in values, we cannot successtully overcome ilie shove santioned & oot
Meure cule otmgjority is notenough in Ao oe. :
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